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THE KARAMA CHRONICLE 

Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Relationships 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families 

 

COMMUNITY HARMONY DAY BREAKFAST 

To celebrate Harmony Day, our school hosted a         

Community Breakfast on Friday, 25th of March.      

Harmony Day is a celebration of our cultural diversity. 

It’s about inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of      

belonging for    everyone.  It was a great way to      

welcome our parents, carers, and families back to our 

school grounds since the easing of the Covid-19      

restrictions.  It was great to see so many parents come 

along to the Breakfast.  It was lovely to see some of 

our students wearing something orange or traditional 

clothing from their ethnic backgrounds.                    

Traditionally, orange  signifies social  communication 

and meaningful conversations. It also relates to the 

freedom of ideas and encouragement of mutual       

respect.  

NAPLAN YEARS 3 AND 5 

This year there is a big change to NAPLAN, it is    

heading online for all aspects except Year 3 writing. All 

students in Years 3 and 5 will have taken home a copy 

of the Naplan Parent Information for 2022. In         

preparation for the test, Year 3 and Year 5 students will 

be undertaking a       readiness test, and I am confident 

that our students will be well prepared for the           

assessment weeks in May 2022. If you have any    

questions about the online program this year, please 

don’t hesitate to contact Mr. East or Mrs. Melbourne at 

the school. 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING – PUPIL FREE DAY,    

FRIDAY, 22 APRIL, 2022 

Our School Council in conjunction with the                 

Department of Education, have endorsed a pupil-free 

day for our school staff on Friday, 22 April. This date 

falls on the Friday of the 1st week back in Term 2.  

School   recommences on Tuesday, 19 March 2022.  

Normal learning will take place this week until Friday 

when students can stay home. During this week our 

teachers will be supported to undertake professional 

learning in ‘Daily Reviews’ which will take place over 

the 4 days. However, student learning will continue as 

teachers practice their new learnings and are observed 

and supported by our on-site        

consultant, Toni Hatten-Roberts.  

Over the four days, teachers will be 

involved in attending theory           

sessions, lesson observations, and 

co-planning with Toni                    

Hatten-Roberts. 

The Daily Review occurs before an 

explicit teaching lesson and requires 

skilled crafting and design. When Daily Reviews are 

incorporated into a daily program, it helps students To 

consolidate their understanding and develops their    

fluency in essential understandings for literacy and        

numeracy sessions. It also ensures that students have 

the prerequisite skills for the day’s lesson. The Daily 

Review adds to students’ confidence by ensuring that 

previously taught skills and concepts are reviewed in a 

sequenced and planned way. The Daily Review should 

be delivered for approximately 15 to 20 minutes just 

before the Teacher's Presentation/lesson.   

 

Maria Albion 

Principal 

Term 1 Week 9 2022 
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Week 9!  We have nearly 
completed our first term back 
for 2022.  What a great term 
it has been.  The school has 
been full steam ahead after 
the first few Covid impacted 
weeks and we have been 
really working hard to gain 
consistency and rigor with 
our learning and behaviours.  The whole 
school attendance is currently sitting around 
82% for the year to date.  What is really 
pleasing to see is that 118 of our Karama   
students have attendance of 80% or above 
so far this year.   

 

What a great effort despite the impact that 
Covid has played throughout the 
term.   Walking through the classrooms I 
have been able to observe engaged students 
learning a variety of content from Preschool 
up to our Year 6s.  Behaviour in the        
classroom and playground has been         
consistent to our school values and I have 
been pleased with how caring and           
compassionate our students are at looking 
out for each other and being inclusive in their 
games during break time.  What a great     
celebration we had last Friday for Harmony 
Day and our Community Breakfast.  I enjoyed 
getting to meet a lot of families and             
acknowledging the melting pot of cultures 
that our school has.  I know everyone will be 
looking forward to the mid semester break 
but I look forward to seeing us all, staff,      
students and    families, finish off Term 1 in 
style! 

 

Tim East 

Assistant Principal 

What a great fortnight we have had. It started 
off with Harmony Day and we would like to 

thank the kids that helped 
out with the banana bread 
and pineapple jam stall. It 
was great  

 to see all the parents,     

carers and family members. 
We’d also like to thank all 
our teachers that helped 

cook all the food and serve 
juice. We loved seeing    
everyone in orange or their 

cultural clothing. This week 
Iman and I attended a Year 
7 Orientation day at      

Sanderson. It was an     
awesome day and a new 
experience and was nice to 

catch up with all the ex-Karama school       
students. In the SRC meetings we have been 
talking about outdoor play issues. Myself, 
Iman and other members of the SRC have 

been monitoring behaviour in the yard and 
notifying a teacher when necessary. We are 
excited to see everyone at our end of term 
assembly. 

School Captain Sophie Tyack 

Vice School Captain Iman Ababor  

We are currently collecting 

our second set of DIBELs 

data for the year. These 

tests run school wide and 

are a measure of reading 

risk in terms of fluency and 

accuracy. We hope to have 

some data to share with you 

soon showing the comparison of data over 

time.Reading Intervention Groups are all un-

derway for 2022, supporting students who 

are reading more than one year below their 

expected level. In the upper primary students 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 THE LITERACY CORNER  

SCHOOL CAPTAINS  
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are carefully levelled to help them fill gaps in 

their phonic knowledge to allow them to de-

code independently, some from very phonic 

knowledge to others who simply need a bit of 

a boost. In the lower primary we are target-

ing students who are behind at three differ-

ent levels. These targeted lessons occur on 

a regular basis either as a boost to the same 

work they are attempting in class or to back-

wards fill gaps while they are still learning at 

level in their classroom. We are using Let’s 

Decode as our vehicle for delivery and can’t 

wait to see the results going forward. 

Amy-Jade is the writer of the week. She 

wrote “One day there was a bird and it was 

blue” showing a very fast improvement in her 

understanding of the way we can use letters 

to represent sounds. Enjoy! 

Senior Teacher  

Carley Melbourne  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you love about working in a 
school? 

DEB: I love working at Karama School as all 
the students and staff are just awesome. 

CARLEY: I love that ‘aha’ moment students 
have when they make connections or gain 
understanding. 

Why did you choose to work at Karama 
School?  

DEB: I lived in Karama when I was 12 years 
old.   This gives me a strong understanding 
of the environment and the unique needs of 
the children at this school.  I also love the di-
versity that the school brings. 

CARLEY: I worked here when I first came to 
Darwin in 2009. After maternity leave, I was 
offered several positions and chose Karama 
School because I loved my time there. The 
staff and students are fantastic, and I can’t 
think of a better school to work at. 

 

What was your favourite subject at 
school?   

DEB: My favourite subject at school was Le-
gal Studies.  I loved how it gave me an in-
sight into law-making and the processes of 
dispute resolution. 

CARLEY: Writing, my year 11 English teach-
er wanted me to become a journalist. 

 

What is your favourite quote?  

DEB: Treat others the way YOU want to be 
treated. 

CARLEY: Never regret a day in your life: 
good days give happiness, bad days give ex-
perience, worst days give lessons, and best 
days give memories – Unknown Author 

 

What do you like to do in your spare 
time?  

DEB: I enjoy going to the Speedway, scrap-
booking and Netflixing!!!  

CARLEY: Read books and spend time with 
my family. 

STAFF PROFILES 
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WHATS HAPPENING IN 5/6B 

Mr Burgan’s class have been studying economics and the different types of businesses. Flow charts have been 

made to show how products get from the farms to the customer. 

Flow charts have been created by—Elly & Sophie (Orange Juice) and Shantelle (Apple Juice) 
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TATA CENTRE 

WHATS HAPPENING IN 4/5L 

This term in 4/5L we have been celebrating our differences and acknowledging that we all have won-

derful traits that are unique to us. We made origami peace cranes commemorating Harmony Week and 

the National Day of Action Against Bullying to represent the peace and harmony we want in our class-

room and the world. We have been focusing on teamwork and inclusivity in PE and in the classroom 

and have been working in pairs and groups to complete some of our lessons.  

We have been working very hard on our reading and writing this term, producing some great formal let-

ters and persuasive speeches. Some of us were very convincing in our argument that weekends should 

be three days long.  In Maths we learned the properties of 3D shapes, the importance of place value 

and how to analyse graphs and datasets.  
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 We had an exciting term in our Kitchen 

and Garden. Students worked hard to 

clean up our garden and pots for the dry 

season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learnt to prepare Tomato-Basil pasta 

sauce and Pineapple Jam. We also 

cooked Brazilian Spinach stir-fry and  

enjoyed it with rice. Students harvested 

spinach, washed it and learnt to freeze 

it. We needed heaps and heaps of    

Brazilian Spinach for the whole school to 

taste! 

 

Students were also involved in preparing 

pineapple jam and banana bread for the 

Kitchen and Garden stall at the       

Community Breakfast. Tammy from  

Bunnings also joined us in preparing for 

the event. She brought us some goodies 

for our garden kindly donated by      

Bunnings.  

 

 

 

 

 

While the Early Years’ students learnt 

about various Kitchen and Garden tools 

and their safe use, Middle and Upper 

Primary students learnt about              

interdependence in our garden           

ecosystem’. As part of the Woolworths 

Junior Landcare Grants 2021, Year 

3/4and 4/5 created some frog hotels and 

learnt about the various stages in the life 

cycle of frogs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four months of patience finally paid off! 

We got our first capsicum! How exciting 

 

Thanks for your support in Term 1. Our 

Kitchen and Garden is looking for some 

donations of plastic lids, small glass jars 

and plastic drink bottles with lids. If you 

have any, please drop them at the front 

office or send them with your child. Have 

a restful break and we shall see you in 

Term 2. 

COOKING & GARDENING 
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HARMONY DAY  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS — TERM 1 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 1         31 January 1 February 2 February 3 February 

  

Newsletter 

 4 February 

  

  

PBS Rewards 2:00pm  

 Week 2        7 February 

  

 8 February 9 February 10 February  11 February 

  

Assembly 2.00p.m 

 Week 3        14 February 

  

  

  

  

 15 February 16 February 

  

 17 February 

  

Newsletter 

18 February 

  

  

PBS Rewards 2:00pm  

 Week 4        21 February 

  

  

  

22 February 

  

23 February 

  

24 February 

  

  

25 February 

  

 Assembly 2.00p.m 

 Week 5        28 February 

  

  

  

1 March 

  

  

 

2 March 

 

3 March 

  

Newsletter 

 4 March 

  

 PBS Rewards 2:00pm  

 Week 6               7 

March 

 PLP – 3/4W & 4/5L 

  

  

8 March 

PLP – 5/6B & 5/6G 

9 March 

PLP – 2/3C & 2/3KC 

PLP Interviews 

3.00p.m. – 6.00p.m. 

 10 March 

 PLP – T/1M & T/1S 

  

11 March 

Assembly 2.00p.m 

 Week 7        14 March 

  

  

 15 March 16 March 

  

 17 March 

Newsletter 

  

18 March 

National Day of Action 

against Bullying 

PBS Rewards 2:00pm  

  
 Week 8        21 March 

  

  

22 March 23 March 24 March 25 March 

Harmony Day 

  

 Assembly 2.00p.m 

 Week 9           28 March 

  

  

  

  

29 March 30 March 

  

  

31 March 

 

Newsletter 

1 April 

  

PBS Rewards 2:00pm  

Week 10              4 April 

  

  

  

  

5 April  6 April 7 April  8 April 

  

End of Term Awards 

Assembly 8.30a.m. 

 

 

 

 

  
 


